
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2020  
 
 
Dear BPS families, 
 
Today was a new start for many BPS students and staff, and it couldn’t have been more 
exciting! Students arrived in person or settled into new virtual learning classes prepared to make 
connections and grow as learners. Our principals and staff navigated logistics for both in-person 
and virtual environments to ensure they were welcoming and successful. Parents supported 
their learners in virtual classrooms or arrived in person, showcasing safety protocols for their 
kids and offering encouragement to our staff members. Today, our community supported one 
another in every way they could, wherever they were. Our deepest gratitude to everyone that 
made today an exciting new beginning to the 2020-21 school year! 
 
Yesterday, parents with students returning began receiving messages for Clear to Go, the 
District’s new health screening system. As students continue returning, more parents will 
receive these messages. Each day, parents are expected to screen their child for symptoms of 
COVID before entering our facilities. 
 
Transportation also began communicating with families returning this week. Unfortunately, 12 
drivers did not arrive this morning as expected, leaving our transportation company 
shorthanded. Durham, our transportation company, has called in additional staff from 
neighboring districts to address this and ensure proper staffing moving forward. For our K-1 and 
special education families scheduled to use BPS transportation this week that did not receive 
routes, please contact Eursella Lewis at ELewis@birmingham.k12.mi.us or call (248)808-9031. 
We ask that only those currently attending in-person call if they have not yet received route 
information to help Durham address the immediate needs of our families. Families of students 
returning in the coming weeks will be contacted with route information in the days prior to their 
phased-in start date. 
 
Finally, we wanted to share with you a short video sharing some of the work was done to make 
today possible. Thank you to BPS principals, teachers and support staff for all the work they’ve 
done and continue to do to make virtual learning and in-person possible for our families! 
 
Sincerely, 
BPS Central Leadership Team 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfhnwgWH0jU&feature=youtu.be

